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A. President of Lant Thuringia, Welmar. | 8 Cctober 1946, 


To: Soviet Military Administration, Weimar, 


' Keference: iunterprises Texen ever by tae Sovisu AG's on Account of 
German Repaxyatlona. 


Your orde. concerning the transfer of Thurinetan planta to the USs3R 
on accouns of German peraretions is the besis of forma, the termine 
ology of which is mot clear. =n examining the legal form in whish 
theses plants are teing transferred te ths Sovlot AG's, tae follow= 


ing must be considered: 


The cider gilpulstes thet the transfor of the plants concerned takes 
Pace on she basis of an appvaisel weich 1s undertaken in accordance 
with instructions given te the general HANARErS concerned by the — 
SHAD. Since in this sltuation a fres agrecmens. on che object, and 
especially « free establishment of ths purchase price on the part 

of both sontractual partners,is lacking, the existence of a sales 
contract must be denied. A sales contrast presupposss that both 
contrectual partrers have arrived at an agreement on the basis cf 
free negotistion: ebeut obgect and price, in the sourse of whieh 

the cbjecs vas transferred apalasas peynent of the sum which was 
agresa upon. The fact that neither toe Land Administration of ; 
Thuringia “nor its representatives charged with the plant transfers - 
are ampowercd to sell such assets further militates against the 
assumption cf the existence of a sales contract. 


AS & Consequéence,, the proccss ef transferring theae plents into the 
possession cf the Russian AG's muat-be legally interpreted to the 

- effect that these plants are being exprovriated by the USSR on 

: account of repurations by Germany. In the course of this trans= 
action, the plants are belng evaluated in accordance with 
instructions stipulated in advancs by the SMA. 
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This ts to request the SMA to confirm that it 1s in agreement with 
this le#al interpretation, . 


signed: wr. Paul 


President of Land Trvringia, Weimar. 12 October 1946, 


To: Soviet Military Administration, Weimar. 


Further to my letter of 8 October 1946 concernirg the transfer of 
plants on account of German reparations to the Soviet AGts, I should 
1ike to bring the following to the knowledge of SMA. I have made 
the contents of my letter of 8 October 1946 the subject of a adias- 
cussion between all members of the Land Administrations of Thuringia 
The legal position taken in the letter of 8 October 1946 was approve 
without reservation by all members of the Land Acministration. The 
members of the Land Administration believe that tn thelr present 
position they ‘have no legal power to give legally binding declaratio 
concerning property of the Land Thuringia, and especially to dispose 
of such property. Since the Land Administration does not consider 
itself entitled to make the above-rentioned legal declarations, 1t 
is, of course, not in a position te delegate similar powers to other 
persons who have been charged by the Land with the transfer of the 
plants concerned. 


Reports have been received from persons entrusted with the transfer 
that here and there they have been put under pressure by general 
managers for the purpose of forcing them te sign documents which 
they do not consider themselves empowered to sign. 


This is to request the SMA to direct the general managers through 
the Central Office of Russian AG's in Berlin-Weissensee to ebstain | 
from all pressure and the use of force against those entrusted with 
the transfer, until this whole complex of questions can be clarified. 


Signed: Ir. Paul 


(Copy of the translation from the Russian into the German.) 


Administration of the SMA of 14 October 1946, 
Hand Thuringia, Weimar. 


Tos President of Land Thuringia, 
Prof. Dr. Paul 


With reference to your letters of 8, 9,and 12 October 1946, concern= 
ing the transfer of several enterprises to the Soviet AG's for 
account of reparations to the Soviet Union, I should like to explain 
the following: 


On the basia of the order by the Supreme Chief of the SMA tn Germany, 
Marshal of the Soviet Unitcn Sokolovski, of 8 March 1946, several 
enterprises in Thuringia ( a list of these enterprises is in your 
possession) are being singled out for transver into the ownership of 
the USSR on account of reparations. 


I have signed an order for each of the entesprisges to be transferred 
to be handed over by Germany to the USSR. Its formulation ts to be 
understood as a transfer of the enterprise named in the order to the 
property of the USSR; i.e., the writing over of the property by 
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Gexmany into the property of the Seovich Union. Therefore you must 
formulate the powers given to your representatives concerning the 
transfer of enterprises into the property of the USSR in such a 
manner that the wording in the German Lanm ags-will leave no doubts 
with anyone thet these factorles are not mevely being transferred 
into the possession of the Soviet AG, but that they will become the 
legal property of the Soviet Union. (... dass die Formulierung in 
deutscher Sprache bel niemandem Zweifel erweckt dariber, dags diese 
Pabriken nicht einfach in den Besitz der Sowjet AG Ubergeben werden, 
sondern dass das Eigentum (srecht) dieser Fabriken Ubertrazen 
(iberschrieben} wird in das Eigentum der Scwjet-Union.) 


The legal bases for this are the resolution of the Control Council | 
and the above-mentioned order of Marshal Gokolovshi. 


instructions concerning the formalities of the transfer, ag well as 
the form and tables for the appraisal of ths value of the factories 
and their equipment and plants, were confirmed by the Control Counel. 
and must be carefully executed. As you have been told in conver~ 
aqgtion, Marshal Sokolovskl demands a speedy execution of formalities 
in the transfer of the enterprises. Therefore you must undertake al. 
necessary measures so thet I can report on the completion of this 
work to Marshal Sokolovski on 16 December 1946 # 


Signed: Garde-Gen. Major Kolesnitchenko 
Chief of the Soviet Mil. Admin., 
Land Thuringia. 


* The German translation gives 16 October 1946 as date of completion. 
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